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significance. The plot was carefully laid, and it succeed
On the 15th March, in the year 44 B.C., Caesar f
stabbed to death with twenty-three wounds in his bo<
Brutus, to this day,, is looked on as a hero and a mar
of the Republic. That is only true if we add that
Republic in question was in fact an oligarchy, very rm
like the 'two hundred families' that M. Leon Blum a
the Front populaire make the object of their dz
denunciations, the main difference being that in Ro
the families could be named.
However, the conspirators had banked on a chime
The day of Caesar's burial, Antony, the victim's cl
lieutenant, stirred up the people against the assassJ
who were compelled to flee. Their fellow members
the Senate, whose movements were strictly shadow
hastily disavowed them.
For a time it looked as if the old troubles would br<
out again. But Caesar had not laboured in vain. Fr
all parts of the Empire there rose up a passionate long
for peace and stable rule, little calculated to encour;
the partisans of republican liberty and senatorial gove
ment. And so, when the dead man's adopted j
arrived in Rome, he was hailed as his rightful heir.
Nevertheless, Octavius was obliged to share the gove
ment with Antony, who had seized the public funds, a
with Lepidus, who still enjoyed a certain measure
popularity with the army. This was the Triumvir
over again. It was tolerated as a transitional and te
porary expedient. Some further sporadic outbreaks th
were fated to be, but the Roman world as a wh
demanded the cessation of party strife. The age of ma
52